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Media Release from the Society for Quality Education

Attention Education Reporters, Editors

School Finder Tool Empowered Parents

Too bad it has been altered

Toronto, Ont. – April 7, 2009

The recent flip-flop in Ontario over the Ministry of Education’s online School Finder tool has focused the debate on whether parents should have access to school information and how easy it should be to find.
The Society for Quality Education supports any initiative that gives parents easy access to information that helps them make better decisions about the school they will choose for their children. The School Finder was a tool that put many indicators in one place and in context.  “We are disappointed that the Minister buckled under pressure to remove the comparison feature,” said Executive Director Doretta Wilson.  “Removing a tool that made it easy for all parents to compare schools will make it likely that only savvy parents will be in a position to choose the best school for their children.”

Last year, the Society for Quality Education sponsored a visit to Toronto by renowned African-American education reform advocate Dr. Howard Fuller of Milwaukee’s Marquette University Institute for Transformation of Learning.  The misleading assumption that only affluent parents will use this tool to avoid poorer-performing schools brings to mind Dr Fuller’s words:

    “Consider the impact of putting the right kind of parental choice in the hands of families who have little or no power because they control no resources, no levers of influence over the decisions and decision-making process that impacts their children’s education. Consider how this power may change the shape of the future for their children.  And consider how the absence of this power may mean their children will be trapped in schools that more affluent parents who oppose choice would never tolerate for their own children.”

The Society for Quality Education is dedicated to the significant improvement of student learning in Canada. We invite the public to visit our web site at www.societyforqualityeducation.org to learn more.
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